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a study of the book of

REVELATION
Introduction: 10 Things 

About Revelation



1. Title



Revelation / Apocalypse



Revelation of Jesus Christ



2. Author



John, but which one?



John, the son of Zebedee
and apostle of Jesus Christ



Justin Martyr Dialogue With Trypho 81 (ca. 135)

And further, there was a certain man 
with us, whose name was John, one of 
the apostles of Christ, who prophesied, 
by a revelation that was made to him ….



3. Audience



seven churches of Asia



Seven churches of Asia



4. Situation of audience



persecution and crisis



5. Date



date of writing:
1) pre-AD 70
2) AD 95–100



date of fulfillment



6. Kind of writing (genre)



letters



prophecy



apocalyptic



1:1, “show” and “signified”



Revelation 1:1 / Daniel 2:28–30, 45

1. a revelation / God reveals mysteries
2. God showed / which he (God) has shown
3. concerning what will come to pass /

what will take place
4. and he (God) signified it /

and these he (God) has signified



sign in John’s Gospel



stock imagery



7. Use of Old Testament



Rev 1:1 w/ Daniel 2



Rev 1:7 w/ Daniel 7:13
& Zechariah 12:10



Rev 1:13 w/ Daniel 7:13



300+





8. Purpose and themes



primary purpose:
encourage suffering 

Christians to stay faithful



themes (Schreiner)

Reality of evil

Suffering of saints

Call to perseverance

Sovereignty of God

God protects his people

God’s justice in judgment

Deity of Christ

Cross of Christ

Centrality of worship

Wonder of New Creation



9. Interpretive approaches



millennialism



pre-millennialism



post-millennialism



amillennial



theories of interpretation



futurist



continuous historical



philosophy of history



preterist



historical background
(eclectic)



10. Application for today



Revelation for Today

Christians will suffer, even to the point 
of death, but if we will remain faithful to 
God, trusting and hoping in the work of 
Jesus, one day God will make everything 
right and we will be victorious in Jesus.
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